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Personnel Things
• Aki Roberge has completed her detail and returned to GSFC; currently 

no Deputy Program Scientist at HQ.  (BTW, opportunity to be a 
Visiting Scientist at HQ is open for another ~8 weeks: 
https://jobregister.aas.org/ad/6838d5ef)

• Paul Hertz will step down as Astrophysics Division’s longest-serving 
Director, effective at the end of the year.  Not retiring, but rather 
transitioning.

• New NASA Administrator, Bill Nelson, sworn in on May 3.  Former 
Senator.  Flew on Shuttle 1986.
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What Astrophysics is Doing in 2021

$1.77 BILLION
FY21

MANAGEMENT
INCL. STEM ACTIVATION

5%

RESEARCH
(ADAP, APRA, ATP, ETC.)

6%

TECHNOLOGY
(SR&T, ATHENA, LISA, ETC.)

5%

INFRASTRUCTURE
(BALLOON PROGRAM, ARCHIVES, ETC.)

5%

OP. MISSIONS
(INCL. GO PROGRAMS)

17%

EXPLORERS
DEVELOPMENT

10%WEBB
DEVELOPMENT

23%

Quick Summary 
Community support: 19%
Operating missions: 14%
Building missions:   62%
Science Activation:   3%

ROMAN
DEVELOPMENT

29%
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Roman Budget Planning
• President’s FY22 budget request is strong for NASA, and Astrophysics: $1,575M
• Roman is in the FY22 budget!  Allows for (somewhat) solid out-year planning.  

• Roman project is planned consistent with $501.6M in FY22 and outyears
• Supports new science projects from aforementioned ROSES-21 solicitation 4



Roman Replan
• COVID has impacted many projects

• Roman has made good progress despite significant disruption at 
Goddard, JPL, contractor facilities, international partners, and in 
supply chain.  

• Held a replan review on May 25 to re-establish a baseline for the 
mission incorporating only COVID impacts since February 2020, 
extrapolated forward

• Roman’s new schedule implies a launch readiness date of July 2026,
with a NASA commitment to launch by May 2027.
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